— „ 


3 


22 


7 


Kei for the Weary : 


A 


5 Kk MM 0 WM 


PaEACHED, IN THE PARISH CHURCH or 
Sr. BENNET, GRACE-CHURCH STREET, 


On Janvary 2, 1785; 


UPON oc ASstoN of TE DEATH os 


WILLIAM BINNS, Eſq. 


Who departed this WoxLD on DRC ENMRBER 22, 1784; Kt. 62. 


By the Rev. ERASMUS MIDDLETON, 


Lecturer of St. BENNE T's, Grace-Church Street, 
and of St. HELE N's, Biſhopſgate Street; and 
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THUS ſaith the LORD, Stand ye in 
the Mays, and ſee, and ask for the old 
Paths, where is the good Map, and walk 
therein, and ye ſhall find. RE for your 
Souls, Jeremiah vi. 16. 
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Jos III. 17. 


THERE the WICKED ceaſe from troubling : Aud 
THERE the WEARY be at REST, 


＋ HE S E are the Words of holy Job ; a 
Man, who had ſeen Affliction, and was 
raiſed up, by the ſpecial Hand of Provi- 

dence, to be an Example of ſuffering Faith and 

Patience to all Ages of the World. The Holy 

Ghoſt intended by this whole Book to ſhew us, 

that the Man, who truſteth in GOD, and who, in 

the Renunciation of himſelf, believeth in the great 

Redeemer, ſhall find Good at leaſt in his latter 

End, and very frequently Earneſts of Good all the 
Way to it. | 

Job had no common Enemy to deal with. The 

great Adverſary of Souls, called /e Prince of this 


World, and the Spirit that ruleth in the Children of 


Diſobedience, was let looſe upon this Man of GOD; 
and, not ſatisfied with thoſe foul and bitter Injecti- 
ons, Which he was capable of infinuating by him- 
ſelf into his Mind, he aggravated the Conflict, by 
raifing the Powers of this elementary World, and 
the Malice of Mankind, againſt him. Nor theſe 
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alone: His Friends, dear to him as Brethren, 
ind the very Wife of his Boſom, attempted to 


ſap the Foundation of his Confidence, and to en- 


gage him even to renounce the only Anchor of 
his Soul, his Intereſt in GOD. The Loſs of 
Property, and of Friends, of Wife and of Child- 
ren, might have been borne, and in ſome Caſes 
Ras been eaſily borne, through the mighty Grace 
of GOD ſupporting the Soul; but, to take his 
Hope and Faith away, is to ſweep a Man as it- 
were, the Beſom of Deſtruftion itſelf, and to reduce 


him! to a State worſe than nothing. 


It is one peculiar Comfort of the Children of 
GOD, that, if Health, or Subſtance, or all the 
World, be loſt to them; GOD cannot be loſt, 
nor Chriſt, nor the Salvation of their Souls. This 
is a never failing Cordial, adminiſtered by the 
Divine Spirit, at the worſt of Seaſons; and, when 


adminiſtered by Hin, it makes what the Fleſh 
would call the og, the moſt happy, the moſt ſa- 


lutary, and the moſt edifying Seafons, to the re- 
newed Mind. Then the true Believer is led 


moſt experimentally into the Taſte and Enjoy- 


ment of that bleſſed Promiſe, which Jznovan 
himſelf hath given him; I will never, no never, 
leave thee : Twill never, no not when all Things 
Elſe ſhall fail, deſert or forſate 'thee. So that, 
come what will, all the Evils, which can come, 
ſhall be ſhort ; and Heaven, that Eternity af 
Peace and of Joy, ſhall take away all the Re- 
membrance of former Sorrows ; or, in the — 
8 | of 


CF 
of the Text, which implies all this and more, 
There the Wicked cedſe from troubling ; and there the 
Weary be at reſt. 

The Conſolation, contained in this ſhort but 
ſweet Paſſage of holy Writ, ſo much revived the 
Spirit of our dear departed Brother Mr. Binns in 
is laſt Hours, that he choſe to recommend them 
to our preſent Meditaticn. To him zarte, the 
Words ceaſe to impart the Comforts which they 
imply, becauſe he enjoys (as we have no Reaſon 
to doubt) the very Things themſelves ; but, fol- 
lowing his Example, in treafuring this Portion 
of divne Truth in our Hearts, we may find, as 
he did, a Cordial in them, which neither 
Sorrow, Sickneſs, nor Death it, ſhall diſſipate 
or deſtroy. 

For this Purpoſe, imploring firſt that Help and 


Bleſfing without which all human Thoughts and 


Endeavors are in vain, let us conſider the gene- 
ral Scope of the Words before us, as they plainly 
divide themſelves into the Conſideration of zo 
Sorts of Perſons, and 70 Sorts of Circumſtances 
which belong to each of them. 
I. There are thoſe called Wicked, or Evil- 

doers : And 

II. The Circumſtance, which follows theſe, 
is, they are TROUBLING, and never CEASE from 
troubling, while they have Exiſtence or Power : 

HI. Another Sort of Perſons, who are called 
Wezaky : And, 

IV. Theſe alſo have their Circumſtance or 


Condition, 


1 


Condition, which ſooner or later attends upon 


them they are at REST. And, 

v. We will conſider the Import of the Word 
There in the Text—-TrErE the Wicked ceaſe from 
troubling, and THERE the Weary be at reſt. 

I. By the-firſt Kind of Perſons, called wicked 
orevil-doers, we are to underſtand, not only ſinful 
Men, but alſo finful Spirits, and eſpecially that 
Author of all Sin and Evil, the grand Enemy of 
Souls, who is called by various Names in the 
Scriptures, in Order to fignify his Nature and 
his different Modes of doing Miſchief in this un- 
happy World, | 

1. Thus, he is ſometimes called the Devil, 
that is Acciſer; hayauſe he is the Accuſer of the Bre- 
thren before GOD Night and Day. Rev. Xii. 10. 
The Old Dragon; becauſe he hath never ceaſed to 
vomit out his Rage and Fury from the Beginning 
of the World. The Serpent; becauſe he hath 
poiſoned with his wicked and ſinful Nature the 
whole Race of Mankind.- Apollyon, and A. 
baddon, that is, the Deſtroyer ; becauſe he it was, 
who deſtroyed the original Beauty of this Crea- 
tion, which confifled in Righteouſneſs and true Holi- 
aeſs, and brought © Death into the World, and 
* all our Woe.” ——Belial; or wicked; becauſe 
he is the Author of all Manner of Fraud, De- 
ceit, and Abomination. Baal-zebub, that is, 


literally, Lord of the Flies, alluding to his Nature 
of the grand Tormentor ; Flies, in the warm 
Regions of the Eaſt, being the Cauſes of inceſ- 
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fant Uneaſineſs; and fo the Devil hath one of his 


Names as their Ruler, both in Confideration of 


their Number, Inquietude, Worthleſſneſs, and Troubl- 
ing. And, to ſum up all other Names in one, 
he is uſually called Satan, or Enemy; becauſe, 
whatever he is, in all Reſpects before GOD and 
with Man, it is all in the Nature of his Enmity. 
He is full of Hatred againſt his Creator, and a- 
gainſt all the Works of his Hands; and eſpecially 
againſt thoſe Parts of the Creation, which are moſt 
like GOD, or are peculiarly favored by him. 

2. This apoſtate Spirit is the great Spring 
and Agent of all the natural and moral Evil, 
which we can ſee about us in the World, He is 
the firſt Cauſe, why you and I are Sinners: He is 


the continuing Cauſe, if we live in Sin: And he 


will be the damning Cauſe, if we die under Sin, 
without Deliverance. But, more eſpecially, he 
is the great Stirrer up of the Evil, which he hath 
planted in human Hearts ; and, therefore, the 
Law of our Country juſtly indicts outrageous 
Malefactors with, “not having the Fear of GOD 
before their Eyes, and with doing their abo- 
© minable Acts, © at the Inſtigation of the Devil.“ 

It is the Faſhion among many, at preſent, to 
cry up their Free-agency and their Free till, and 
to aſk boldly, © ho is Lord over us * ” —GOD 
anſwers that Queſtion in his Word, and ſhews, 
that all the boaſted Freedom of Man is arrant 


Bondage and Slavery to Satan, Hear what our 


Lord ſays of this evil Spirit, and of the very 
Phariſces 


= LP 
' Phariſees themſelves, who would be reckoned 
a good Sort of People in theſe Days, as well as 
in their own ; Te are of your FATHER the Devil, 
and the Lufts of your Father ye will do: He tas a 
MuxrDerER from the Beginning, and abode not in the 
Truth, becauſe there is xo TRurn in him. When 
be fpeaketh a Lye, he fpeaketh of His own ; for be is 
.@ Liar, and the Father of it. Iohn viii. 44 Hear 
alſo what the Apoſtle Paul ſaith of another, who 
made it his Buſineſs 10 turn away a Roman Deputy 
from the Faith of Chrift (and happy would it be, if 
none of this Generation were left now); O full of 
all Subtlety, and all Miſchief, thou CHILD of the Devil, 
thou Enemy of all Righteouſneſs ; wilt thou not ceaſe jo 
pervert the right Ways of the Lord? Act. xiii. 10. 
Hear, again, what the Apoſtle Peter ſaid to two 
bold, couzening, and covetous Liars; (and, if 
any ſuch are within the Sound of my Voice, 1 
beſeech you to mark it well) O Auanias, My hath 
SATAN FILIED THINE HEART ro LIE 70 the 
. Holy Ghoſt, aud to keep back Part of the Price of U 45 
Land While it remained, was it not thine own ;* 
and, after it quas ſold, zvas it not in thine own Power? 
.why heft thou conceived this Thing in thine Heart f 
Thou haft not lied unto Men, but unto Gov. And, 
again, to Sapphira; How is it, that ye hav agreed to- 
gether to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? Act. v. 3, 9. 
3- Lou ſee, from hence, that the Devil was 
the great Author of theſe Exils; and it was 
charged upon him by the Spirit of God. Theſe 
People were, indeed, his willing Slaves, but Slques 
notwithſtanding. 
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notwithſtanding. They were (according to 
another Scripture) in the Snare of abe Deuil, 


and (what was the Source of all their Mi- 


ſery) were taken captive by him AT Bis WILL. 
2 Tim. ii. 26, 

Here is Free-will indeed; but it is the Free- 
will of a Devil, driving his wretched Cap- 
tives into his Snares, and holding tham there 
for his own Ends. Confider this, ye that 
think highly of yourſelves, your own Porvers, 
and your own Attainments; and remember, 
that, if the Grace of GOD hath not reſcued 
you in Feſus Chriſt from groaning under this 
worſe than Egyptian Bondage in which you 


were born; you are ſo far from being free, 


that you are only the Devil's Drudges to this 
very Hour. If you have not obeyed the Truth, 
and obtained Mercy through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; there is one ſhort Line from the Word 
of GOD, which I would recommend to your 
conſtant Remembrance; that, being dead in Tre. 
paſſes and Sins, all your Time paſt ye have walked 
according to the Courſe of this World—and how is 
that? why—according to the PrINct of the Power 


f the Air, the Spixir that NOW WORKETH in the 


Children of diſobedience : Among whom alſo, cue all 
kad our Converſation in Times paſt, in the Lufts of our 
Fleſh, fulfilling the Defires of the Fleſh, and of the 
Mind; and were by Nature the Children of Wrath, 
even as others. Eph. ii. 1, 2, 3. Thus it ap- 
pears, that all the Sins and Triumphs of Men in/ 
C a State 
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a State of Nature, are nothing but Trophies of 
the DeviFs Sins and Triumphs over them, and 
that therefore they are only the miſerable Tools 
of a miſerable Enemy to GOD and Man. 

4. This, Sirs, was one of the wicked Perſons, 
and even the firſt, who began the Perſecution 
againſt ob. He accuſed him before GOD; and 
GOD, for wiſe Purpoſes both to Fob, and to all 
his People through Job's Example, permitted 
this Adverſary to try him, to raiſe all Manner of 
Diſtrefſes upon him, and to ſet thoſe of his 
own Houſhold, as it were, in array againſt him. 
They. did not know it, *tis true ; nor do other 
Sinners know who it is that leads them into all 
Iniquity ; but, however, they are led into the 
Commiſfion of Evil, and they delight to be led 
into it, though to their own Deſtruction. 

He firſt vitiated and corrupted our Nature; 
and now, being fallen Creatures, without the 
Love of GOD in our Hearts and the Knowledge 
of GOD in our Minds, © we have (as our 
“ Church well expreſſes it in her Tenth Article) 
© no Power to do good Works pleaſant and ac- 
©  ceptable to GOD, without the Grace of GOD 
* by Chriſt preventing us, that we may have a 
* good Will, and working 1th us, when we have 
* that good Will.“ 

*Tis the Depravity and Corruption of our 
Hearts, which render them the Devil's ready 
Anvil to forge all his vile Intentions upon ; and 
though, ſuch is the Blindneſs of our fallen 

Minds, 
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Minds, and ſuch the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, we do 
not perceive the Artifice nor the Danger; yet he 
is always hammering out ſome Tool of De- 
ſtruction for us, or ſome Implement of Miſchief 
by us, in order to manifeſt his own Oppoſition to 
GOD. And there is no getting rid of this Bon- 
dage of Corruption, nor obtaining what 1s called the 
glorious Liberty of the Chilaren of GOD,. but by 
the free Grace and ſovereign Power of that bleſ- 
ſed Jeuovan-Jesus, who firſt vanquiſhed this 
Arch-Enemy, and who only can enable his 
People effectually to reſiſt him. 

5. It is this Evil-one, which, in all Ages, 
hath ſtimulated the Perſecutor's Heart, and di- 
rected his Arm, to vex, if not to murder, the 
Children of GOD. It is He, who prompts the 
Men of the World to give them all the Trouble 
and Inquietude within their Power; who excites 
their Malignity againſt Truth and Meekneſs; 
who exerts their III-will againſt ſuffering Faith 
and Patience; who prompts them to deride 
ſacred Things and pious Men; and, when Ridi- 
cule will not do ſufficient Harm, who engages 
them to revile the good Name, to cut up the 
temporal Intereſt and Comfort, and to turn adrift 
into an Ocean of Care and Sorrow, as far as in 
them lays, all the mortal Affairs and Circum- 
ſtances of thoſe, whoſe great Crime in the 
World's Eye is, that they are ſeeking the Things 


that make for their everlaſting Peace. And if this 


Conduct of the World be not evil. doing, what is? 
C 2 if, 


r 

it, in acting thus, a Man is not to be called 
wicked; I confeſs I am at a Loſs for a Name.— 
This evil Spirit, then, and all his Agents, when» 
ever or wherever employed by him to theſe ne- 
farious Purpoſes, are the PERSoNs ſpoken of in 
my Text, who do not ceaſe from troubling, but, 
like the troubled Sea, are ever caſting up Mire and 
Dirt. And this leads me more particularly to 
conſider one Species or Kind of their Employ- 
ment, which is, 

II. Secondly, their troubling, and never 
ceafing to trouble the Feary, ſo long as they are 
able. * 

1. Tt is a deviliſh Character to with to give 
Pain; and it is a peculiarly deviliſh and mean 
Spirit, which would hunt down the Weary, 
Theſe, one would think, are Objects of Com- 
paſhon, and that their very Diſtreſſes entitle 
them to it. Indeed, human Miſery often excites 
human Mercy; and it is a Benefit to the World 
at large, that it is ſo. But, in divine Affairs, in 
thoſe Inſtances where GOD hath touched the 
Soul and made it weary of Sin and Self and all 
_ ſpiritual Evil; ſo far from meeting Compaſſion 
from worldly Hearts, ſuch a zveary one muſt ex- 
pect Cenſure, Scoffing, Railing, Contempt, and 
bitter Words. The kindeſt and moſt affectionate 
Boſoms, in other Reſpects, too uſually loſe their 
wonted Compaſhon here : As if the Love and 
Favor of GOD, or the Defire to ſerve and 
enjoy him, only qualified a Perſon for the Deri- 
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ſion and Injury of Mankind. If the kindeſt, the 
moſt decent and polite, the beſt tempered and 
moſt eſtimable People of the World, throw off 
theſe valuable and pleaſing Diſpofitions, when 
the Grace of Chriſt or his Spirit are diſcovered in 
the Life and Converſation of the Believer ; what 
may he not expect from thoſe, that the World 
itſelf will call cruel, and ſordid, and baſe, and 
vile? And what Spirit is it, which-muſt lead and 
exiſt in all theſe, who hate, and can only hate, 
for truth and Righteouſneſs* Sake? It cannot 
be of GOD: No, my Brethren ; GOD himſelf 
tells us, it is of the Devil. 

2. Did Chriſtians expect only worldly Good 
in following Chriſt, they would be of all Men the 
moſt miſerable. A Man, who follows Gambling, 
Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, Adultery, or any 
other of the faſhionable Vices of the Age ( for 
the Devil himſelf might be aſhamed to call them 
Virtues), is abundantly more likely to receive 
good Quarter and Reſpect from the World, than 
the humble, quiet, and inoffenſive Chriſtian, 
„ World can give a fine Name to Plunderers 
and Cut-throats, to their Alexanders and Ceſars, 
and the other Ravagers of public and private 
Society; and dignifies them for Heroes: But 
every ſorry Title is too good in it's Opinion for 
thoſe, of whom (the Bible itſelf tells. us) 7he 
World is not worthy. Heb. xi. 38. - And if this 
be the World's Opinion, fo oppoſite to GOD 
and to his Truth; pray, my good Friends, what 
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is it worth? Should a Man give up his Tune, i 
and his Health, and his Strength, and, laſtly, his 
Soul for this; as we ſee to be the Cale daily !— p 
He .muſt be an extraordinary Fool; a Fool for 
Eternity, and through. Eternity; if he does. 


3. Thus thought Hormiſda, a moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed Nobleman, and a more diſtinguiſhed 
Chriſtian, in the Perfan Court. When he was 
perſecuted for the Cauſe of Chriſt, he rejoiced, 
with that invincible Courage which GOD only 
can beſtow, to own and confeſs his Maſter and 
his Lord. His Enemies could and did degrade 
him of all his worldly Honors, ſtrip him of his 
noble Attire, cloathe him with mean and filthy 
Apparel, and enjoin him as a Wretch to look | 
after Camels; but they could not rob him of | 
the Peace or of the Dignity of a Chriſtian, He | 
gloried in this; but gloried, as he ought, in | 
ſuffering patiently. After many Years ſpent in 
this baſe Servitude, his King happened to ſee 
him? and, feeling perhaps ſome human Com- 
paſſion at this Debaſement of former Greatneſs, 
he commanded that he ſhould be brought to his 
Palace, and arrayed in Robes ſuitable to his 
Quality: When this was done, the Prince, ſup- 
poſing he could gain by Gratitude what he could 
not extort by Violence, renewed his Importuni- 
ties with him to renounce his Faith and Hope 
in Chrift his Redecmer. This noble Soul, made 
more noble by Grace than by any Diſtinctions 
of this World's low Ambition, tore off his ſilken 
Garments, 
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Garments, the Enſigns of his Rank and Station, 
and boldly exclaimed ; If, for theſe poor filly 
« Objects, you think to make me deny my 
6“ Saviour, away with them: Pl have none of 
& them: They will not do for me. 

4. You ſee, my Friends, the Devil and his 


Agents, thoſe wicked ones in my Text, have 


tzvwo Ways of troubling GOD's People; the one, 
by open Violence, the other, by Allurement and 
Fraud. In either Shape, the Malice is at Bot- 
tom the ſame, and reſults to the ſame End. If 
the Devil entice; it is but to catch in a Net, 
and then to devour ; or if, like a roaring Lion, 
(for ſuch he is) he forcibly attacks, he means 
no other. So the World, in Conformity to it's 
Prince, by all it's Allurements, and by all it's 
Rage, has but one Purpoſe in View ; which is, 
to draw off the Heart from Chriff, and the 
Concerns of Salvation. 

If this ſucceed, you may be outwardly of 
what Profeſſion you pleaſe, you may even talk 
of Chriſt, and diſpute for Chriſt; you may fay 
or do any Thing in mere Form about him. 
So you let alone the inward Operation of his 
Grace; ſo you live not upon him and by him; 
the World will be very civil to you, and Satan 
will never diſtreſs you. *Tis Chrift in his Mem- 
bers, who is perſecuted : And, if Chriſt be not 
in you of a Truth, you are no future Mark of 
his Malice, but already the Victim of his Power. 
Hear what Chrift ſays to his Diſciples ; If the 

World 
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World hate you, ye knoz that it hated me before it 
hated you. If ye were of the World, the World 
would love his own but becauſe ye are not of the 
World, but I have choſen you out of the World, 
TrEREFORE tbe World hateth you. John xv. 18, 19. 
5. But ſome Man will fay, and indeed many 
have ſaid, * This belonged to the primitive 
& Chriſtians ; but now Chriſtianity is eſtabliſhed 
« in the World, the Caſe is altered. ”—lIs it 
fo? What, then, are Chriſt and the World be- 
come Friends at laſt? Is GOD reconciled to 
Mammon in theſe our Days? Or, is the World 
altered from what it formerly was? Is it more 
in Love with GOD or his Ways; has it more 
Concern for © renouncing the Devil and all his 
& Works,” with its own antient “ Pomps, and 
“ Vanities? Are Sins got out of Uſe among 
Men; and are Pride, Ambition, Luſt, Envy, 
Hatred, Strife, Whoredom, and Drunkenneſs, 
become obſolete Things, quite out of Date, 
entirely baniſhed from Practice? Or (with 
Reverence be it ſpoken) is the Holy One of 
Iſrael become more favorable to theſe Matters, 
than in the Days of old? — Alas, my Bre- 
thren, if we reckon in this Manner, we ſhall 
make up a bad Account, I fear, at the laſt. 
No; GOD's Word tells us, and Woe be to 
us, if we fancy ourſelves wiſer than what he 
hath written for our Inſtruction ; That the carnal 
Mind is Exmtty again} GOD; and that it is not 
fubjet to the Law of GOD, neither indeed can 
| BE: 
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BE : So then they that are in the Fleſb caxxor 
pleaſe GO D. And further, that THEY only are not 
in the Fleſh, but in the Spirit, who have the Spirit 
of GOD awoelling in them; and that if any 
Max, let him be who he will or where he will, 
have not the Spirit of Chrift, he is NONE OF HIS. 
Rom. viii. 7, 8, 9. 

It would be eaſy to prove, if Time . 
allow, that there is the ſame carnal Mind in 
every Man by Nature; now as heretofore ; and 
of Conſequence, the ſame irreconcileable Enmity 
againſt GOD; the ſame Rebellion againſt 
GOD; and the ſame Love of every Thing 
oppoſite to him. And, on the other Hand, it 
would be as eaſy to ſhew, that it is only the 
Spirit of the living GOD, who ſubdues, or can 
ſubdue, the Propenſities of the Fleſh ; that it is 
only the ſame Spirit, who gives a Man the true 
Knowledge of GOD, and enables him to re- 
nounce the Fleſh, that is, himſelf, and to come 
unto GOD by Crit; and that, in working 
theſe Works in him, he gives an Earneſt of his 
Preſence, and an Aſſurance that he is in the 
Soul thus made alive, and that, therefore, the 
Soul is one of his. 

Could we at this Time ſearch into theſe 
Things at large, we ſhould preſently find, that 
GOD and the World are now, what they ever 
were, and that the Devil and his Agents have 
the ſame preſent Inclination to trouble the Peace 


of GOD's Children, in Order to bring them 


D again 
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again ( if poſſible) under their Bondage, as they 


had, -when they murdered Prophets, Apoſtles, 


and Martyrs. But, perhaps, what has been ſaid 


may ſuffice to convince you, that Chriſt has not 
brought into the World © a more complaiſant 
4 Law” to Men's Sins (as ſome have ignorantly 
ſuppoſed) than what was revealed by the Hand 
of Moſes ; but that the Commandment is holy, 
and Chrift is holy, and GOD is holy, as they 
always were; and that the Grace of GOD (as 
it ever hath done) doth. now lead up his People 
to himſelf in that Way of Holineſs and Truth, 
which is in direct Oppoſition to all the Maxims, 
Opinions, and Practices, of a wicked and 
apoſtate World, 

5. My Friends, Theſe Things are not ſaid 
in Bitterneſs of Spirit againſt any Man or Men ; 
but only to let you ſee where we are, and that 
we may know ourſelves and our Company, —If we 
are of GOD, we cannot be of the World ; for 
if any Man love the World, the Love of the Father 
is not in him: And, on the other Hand, if we 
are of the World, we cannot love GOD, nor 
delight in his Ways; nor rejoice in his Truth; 
nor have true Communion of Heart with his 


People; nor Fellowſhip of Mind with his Spirit. 


Theſe Things will be infipid, if not diſtaſteful, 
to us; And we ſhall be away, one to his Cups, 
another to his Company, another to his Bags, 
and, in ſhort, all of us far enough from GOD, 
and overwhelmed with the World. We ſhall 
certainly 
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certainly not -be in the Number of that other 
Sort of Perſons, mentioned in my Text, whom, 
III. In the Third Place, I meant to conſider 
under the Denomination of WEAR. 

This is an Epithet, which belongs to GOD's 
People, both as Pilgrims and Soldiers of Chrift 
Jeſus. They are journeying through a Wilder- 
neſs, which Wilderneſs is really ſo to them as 
they haſte through it, 'though miſtaken for a 
Paradiſe, or the only Place of Hope, by others. 
And they are travelling through an Enemy's 
Country, a Country in Subjection to that Evil- 


One, who is called (to the World's Diſgrace ) 


the GOD of this World; and therefore they are 
obliged to travel in Armor and to fight all the 
Way through it, in Order to get Home. 

Now; this is the Country, in which ſome 
modern Profeſſiors imagine they can be eaſy 
and quiet; and that it is not at ſuch Hoſtility 
with GOD and his Redeemed, as it uſed to 
be. But we never heard of any Truce or 
Treaty of Peace, which GOD or Chrift hath 
made with it: At leaſt, there is none recorded 
and publiſhed. 

When we conſider theſe Things, it is not at 
all ſurpriſing, that GOD's People ſhould be 
weary both of the Country, their Journey, and 
their Warfare ; and, of Courſe, that, they ſhould 
not fancy it for their Home, but long for that 
better Country and heavenly, where they may reſt 


and enjoy perpetual Peace, 
D 2 But, 
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But, in Order to fix theſe Reflections, by the 
Bleffing of GOD, upon our Memories, we will 
conſider the Subject of the Wearine/s, which 
the Redeemed are made to feel, under the 
three following Particulars. 

t. They are weary of Sin, and of Satan the 
Lord of Sin and Author of all their Miſeries. 
They have been enabled to ſee and to feel it, 
as a great Load, and an abominable Evil. -— 
To carry an heavy Load far, is bad; but to 
bear an heavy Load of unprofitable and 
tormenting Evil, through a long Wilderneſs 
and upon a rough Road, without any Relief, 
is indeed a Burden intolerable. 

Now ; when GOD guickened them from the 
Death of Treſpaſſes and Sins, he firſt gave them the 
Senſe of ſpiritual Feeling; a new Senſe, which they 
never enjoyed before. For, in Time paſt they 
could indulge Sin, and ſuffer but little Compunc- 
tion on Account of it. At that Time (as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks ) they were paſt Feeling. Indeed, 
they could doubt, whether there was any Sin or 
no; whether it was not quite right, that they 
ſhould indulge their Appetites and Pafhons, which 
they fancied to be given them for that very Pur- 
Pole; and conſequently, they had all the Reaſon 
in the World, as they thought, to doubt, 
whether indeed they were Sinners: Or, if they 
were, yet only ſuch little, well-inchned, -good- 
Hearted 'Sinners, that it would be a Pity, that 


600 ſhould damn them for ſome Peecadilloes, 


ſome 
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ſome trifling Offences ; and, in ſhort, , that 
GOD cannot have the Heart to do it.“ 
But, when the Law of GOD, by the Power 
of the Divine Spirit, has thundered into 
their Hearts, as well as their Ears; That 
the. Thoughts of the Imaginations of their Hearts 
are evil, and only evil, and that continually ; That 
from the Crozon of the Head to the Soles of their 
Feet, they have nothing but the Bruiſes, Wounds, 
and putrifying Sores of Sin; That they are 
carnal, fold under Siu, and that, in their Fleſh, 
dcyelleth no good Thing: Then, and not before, 
they feel themſelves to be loſt, undone 
Creatures, and can cry out in good Earneſt. 
Lord, have mercy upon us, miſerable 
Sinners!“ Then, they confeſs, becauſe they 
find to their Coſt, in ſober Reality, that they 
have erred and ſtraycd like loſt Sheep,“ and 
that © there is no Health in them.” Then, 
they © earneſtly repent, and are heartily ſorry 
„ for” all.“ their Miſdoings; and then “ the 
* Remembrance of theſe is“ truly “ grievous 
« unto them, and their Burden intolerable. 
Now, it is, that they find them (according 
to the Scripture) a /ore Burden, with a Wit» 
neſs, too heavy for them to bear. Of Courſe, 
they being weary, and heaty laden, are glad to 
hear of Reft, and ſeek, but not in the formal 
Manner of lazy Drones who know and feel 
nothing of the Matter, for a Divine Retreat, 
with all the Deſire of their Souls, 

2. They 
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2. They are alſo weary of the World, becaufe 
(as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) the whole World lieth 
in Wickedneſs. They are not weary of the 
World, as many are, only becauſe of the 
Loſſes, Croſſes, and Diſappointments they 
meet with in it; but they are weary of it, in 
'a more ſublime Way; becauſe it is become 
a ſtrange Place to them, and they are become 
ſtrange to it. It is with them, according to 
their Meaſure of Grace, as it was with the 
Apoſtle, when he ſaid, The World is crucified 
to me, and I am crucified to the World, Yet they 
do not lay violent Hands upon themſelves, as 
we hear concerning ſome carnal Hearts, ready 
to burſt with Pride and all the Impatience of 
Madneſs : No, they endure Hardneſs as good 
Soldiers of Chriſt, and ſuffer Afflictions and 
and all the Storms of this Life, as faithful 
Pilgrims of Chriſt. They are not ſo much 
wearied out with theſe Things, as with the 
Vanity and Sin which attend them. A good 
Man uſed to ſay, Where Sin lies heavy, 
c Crofles lie light: And they could be content 
enough to endure Afflictions here, in ſubmiſſion 
to the Will of GOD, could they have his Con- 
ſolations in them, and that Light of his Coun- 
Tenance, which (as the Pſalmiſt owned, and they 
will own too) is better than Life itſelf. 

I do not mean, that GOD's People are in- 
ſenfible of Sorrow and Misfortunes, any more 
than other Men; but theſe Things are not the 
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Emphaſis or Aggravation of Ill to them: They 
can bear them with Complacency, as coming 
from G0 D, and in the Senſe of his Love; 
but the Sin, which deſerved them; the in- 
herent Root of Evil, which brought them on; 


theſe are the Burdens which make them groan, 


and long for a full Deliverance. | 
Perhaps, moſt of thoſe, who hear me, have 
read or been told of the Triumphs of the 
Martyrs in the ſevereſt Perſecutions of the 
World ; and indeed, without recurring to 
larger Volumes, you may eaſily find what ſome 
of them endured, by looking over the Eleventh 
Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews. But 
yet, of theſe Things they were not weary ; 
nay, rather, they counted it all Foy. when they 
fell into divers Temptations : For the Joy of their 
Lord then mightily ſupported them, inſomuch 
that they conſtantly found, that, as the Sufs 
ferings of Chriſt abounded in them, ſo their Con- 


ſolation alſo abounded by Chriſt. But it was this 


which made them weary z they were in a World 
of Ungodlineſs; and their Souls, like Lot's 
were vexed from Day to Day with the filthy Con- 
verſation of the Wicked, and with their unlawful 

Deeds. 2 Peter, ii. 7, 8. i 
Theſe Things, which are the Practice and 
Delight of the World, are looked upon by 
them as the Bane of the Soul, and the ſure 
Preſage of eternal Deſtruction. They are 
alarmed at theſe Enormities; they hate them; 
| | they 
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they pray againſt them: And if, through In- 
firmity or Temptation, they fall into any of 
them; no Tongue can tell the Anguiſh and 
Sorrow of their Hearts, that they ſhould diſ- 
honor their GOD, and disfigure the Ornaments 
of his Grace in their Souls. 

In a Word, the Corruption „at is in the 
Horld through Luft, and all the other Im- 
purities of it, occaſion them ſuch certain War- 
fare and conſtant Watchfulneſs, that it is no 
wonder they are weary, but rather that they 
do not faint in their Minds. It would be fo, 
# their Lord did not feed his Flock like a Shep- 
Herd; if he did not gather the Lambs with His Arm, 
and carry them in his Boſom, and gently lead thoſe 
'that are with young. Iſaiah xl. 11. But, 

3. They have alſo another deep Cauſe of 
Wearineſs, which ſticks cloſe to them indeed, 
and is very hard to be dealt with; I mean 
THEMSELVES, and that Body of Sin and 
Death, which they bear about with them. At 
firſt fight, it ſeems impoſſible, that a Man 
ſhould run away from himſelf ; but yet this 
is and muſt be, in a very great Meaſure, a 
a Fact, before he can enter into the King- 
dom of GOD. Indeed, we are exprefly 
told, that Jie and Blood cannot inherit the 
Kingdom of GOD ; and the Reaſon follows, 
becauſe Corruption doth not inherit Incorruption. 
1 Cor. xv. 50. 
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"Tis a very ſtrait Gate, by which the Chriſti- 
an is called to enter into Life; ſo ſtrait in itſelf, 
and fo narrow the Way to which it opens, that 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt himſelf aſſures us, there 
be but few that find it. The Sin and Corruption 
of the Fleſh afford many J hard Struggle with 
the Chriſtian, as long as h& lives in the World. 
The Devil and the Earth entice without, and 
there is a treacherous Friend within, who is 


always ready to open the Gate, and let in the 


Enemy for Miſchief and Miſery. None know 


but real Chriſtians, what ſore and painful Con- 


flicts are endured with this inbred Traitor, this 
monſtrous Half of our ownſelves, this unweari- 
ed and conſtant Afailant, by Night and by 
Day. Are there any of you at eaſe in the 
Fleſh? It is becauſe you do not know the 
Fleſh aright, if you are. It is becauſe you 
either are not Chriſt's Soldiers in Truth, or are 
gone off as baſe Deſerters. What, is it all 
Paradiſe with you to indulge this vile Body (as 
the Apoſtle calls it), to pamper it, to careſs 
and adorn it, to ſtudy for it's Amuſements and 
Repoſe, to lift it up in the Eyes of Men for 
Notice and Admiration, to raiſe it by Ambi- 
tion, and to enrich it with Wealth only for 
this End, Take thine Eaſe, eat, drink and be 
merry! Is this all the paltry Scheme of your 
Life, and the moſt dignified Object of 
your Purſuit ? 


E You 


L 26 } 

You may be weary, 'tis true, in one Senſe ; 
becaufe you are hunting Shadows, and will 
find your beſt Satisfactions nothing but a 
Cloud: But you know not truly the ſpiritual 
Wearineſs mentioned in my Text; for, if you 
did, nothing would hake you fo weary of your 
ownſelves as this Wd Abuſe and Perverſion 
of the Ends of your Being, in the Service of 
Sin and Satan. 

The Chriſtian's Wearineſs in the Fleſh is 
Berunſe of the Fleſh. He beholds it, as a 
Monſter of Iniquity, altogether ſhapen in Sin, 
without Life to GOD or Love for GOD. 
He perceives it rcarring aguinſt the Law of bis 
Md invariably, and 'firiving to bring him again 
into Captivity to the Law of Sin. It often makes 
him wretched, with it's “„ Wretchlcſinefs ;*? 
for fo our Church, in her Seventeeuth Article, 
calls the diftpating, careleſs Diſpoſition of this 
mortal Body. It not only afflicts him with 
it's long Train of IIls, Infirmities, and Diſeaſes 
of a natural Kind; but it grieves him, moſt of 
all, with it's immoral Bias and Propenſity, 
which oppoſe his Increaſe in the Knowledge 
of his heavenly Father, and interrupt the ſweet 
-Hours of his Communion with him. 

It was the Vileneſs of this wretched Fleſh, 
which cauſed holy Fob to abbor himſelf, and to 
force that bitter Exclamation from the great 
Apoſtle, O zwretched Man that I am ! who ball 
leliver me. And, Sirs, you that are alive 
to 


ta GOD, and © walking in his holy Ways ;” 
you will bear me witneſs, that, bad as all this 
is, and monſtrous, and abominable ; yet (as 
it was ſaid upon another Occaſion ) not the Half 
have I told you. The daily, yea the momentary, 
Conflicts with this ſecret and deceitful Foe, 
and the melanlcholy Experience you have had 


of his Subtlety and Strength, with the Senſe 


of the abſolute Neceſſity of unremitting Watch- 
fulneſs, will render you willing to own, that 
the greater Part of your Burden is“ the Burden 
of the Fleſh,” and the very Means itſelf, by 
which all other Enemies are able to become 
any Burden at all. 

And this it is, which makes the Believer 
weary indeed, and to deſire daily to c his 
Burden upon the Lord, that he may ſuſtain him. 
It was this alſo, which occaſioned thoſe me- 
morable Expreſſions of the Apoſtle ; Ve groan 
earneſtly, defiriag to be cloathed upon with our Houſe 
which is from Heaven : And again ; We that are 
in this Tabernacle do groan being burdened ; not 
for that tue would be uncloathed, but cloathed 
upon, that Mortality might be ſwallowed up of 
Life knowing, that whilſt we are at Home 
in the Body, we are abſent from the LORD. 
2 Cor. v. 2, 4, 6. 

But the Time would fail me, were I to at- 
tempt to enumerate the various Circumſtances 
in our Fleſh, which rcnder the People of GOD 
weary of it's Load, and weary of it's Sin: 

E 2 And 
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And poſſibly I have ſaid enough upon this 
Head to convince many, if not moſt of you, 
what a Wearineſs there is from the Fleſh, and 
how much the mortal Body naturally preſſeth 
down the Soul. 

Taking, therefore, all theſe Circumſtances 
together, ariſing from Satan, the World, and 
the Fl, conjoining their Efforts and Attacks 
upon the Children of GOD ; we may ſurely 
ſay, Theſe Wicked-Ones are troubling and 
troubleſome indeed, and they tend to make 
every Believer weary of his own perverſe Nature 
and of them both together. 

But, Thanks be to GOD ! there is a De- 
W. a ſure and an everlaſting Deliverance : 
The Weary are Ar REST. And 

IV. This REST was the Fourth Thing, 
which we propoſed to confider. 

The Doctrine of a Reft has been delivered 
by GOD from the Foundation of the World, 
and before the Fall of Man. Had Man never 
fallen, it is highly probable, that he would 
have been tranſlated from the Worſhip and 
Service of GOD below among the Creatures, 
to. the perfect Enjoyment of GOD himſelf, 
in a more refined and ſpiritual Way than it 
was poſſible for him to attain even in the 
Garden of Eden. However that may be, GOD 
inſtituted the Memorial of his own Reſt, after 
the Creation; and he alſo ordained it as an 


Object to ad his People's Faith and Hope, 
in 


CY 


in Conſequence of their Redemption. They 


are to look, now, not to an Eden, nor to a 


Canaan below, which were only Symbols; but 
to that Reſt, which remaineth (as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks) for 'the People of GOD. Heb. vi. 9. 
And it conſiſts of two Points; a Ceſſation or 
Deliverance from all Evil, Anxiety, or Trouble; 
and a poſitive Enjoyment of continual Blefled- 
neſs, Tranquillity, and Good. As, to wicked 
Men, there will be the Pain of Loſs, and the 
Pain of Feeling; ſo to thoſe, who enter into 
Glory, there will be found the Pleaſure of having 
loft all they ought or wiſh to loſe, and the Pleaſure 
of enjoying all, and more than all, that they could 
agſire. They reft from their Labors, as Pilgrims - 
and from their Warfare, as Soldiers. It is one 
great Ground of their Comfort ; that the 
Troubles they have felt, and the Enemies they 
have fought, hey ſhall ſee them again no more for 
ever. And another Ground is; they ſhall be 
with Chriſt, and ſhall be like him, for they ſhall 
fee him as he is: They ſhall enjoy the ſweet 
Society of bleſſed Spirits, and /e Spirits of juſt 
Men made perfect: They ſhall view the Glories 
of the Lamb, and all the delightful Scenes of 
Tranſport and Joy in his Preſence: And, in 
a Word, they ſhall poſſeſs what Eye hath not 
ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor entered into the Heart of 
Man to conceive. JEHOVAH will bleſs them ci 
himſelf : And what a Bleſſedneſs that is, is more 
a Subject of joyful Hope and Deſire, than of 


your 
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your Explanation or mine.—But where ſhall 
theſe Things be? ſome may aſk.— We will 
endeavor, ſhortly, to anſwer the Queſtion, 
under our 

V. Fifth Head of Diſcourſe; in which we 
propoſed to conſider the Word THtrE in our 
Text: Tarts the wicked ceaſe from troubling, 
and THERE the weary be at refl. 

1. In the primary Application of the Word 
there in the Text, it may appear to be to the 
Grave: And, in one View, it is true enough, 
that all the Wicked have done with their 
buſtling Malevolence in that Houſe of Dark- 
neſs, as well as all the Juſt are releaſed from 
their Power. But this could be no more 
Comfort to 70 or to any Believer, than to a 
wretched Heathen or Infidel at large; if nothing 
more than this be implied in the Word. Were 
the Grave the only Refuge and Reſt to be 
expected, the Righteous could not have Hope in 
his Death, in the leaſt preference to the moſt 
profligate Sinner in the World : For, in that 
Senſe, both the one and the other go off like 
the Beaſts that periſh. No; my Friends, there 
remaineth a Reft beyoud the Grave, and above 
it's Power, for all the Children of GOD. 
Not a Reft, in-which the Soul fleeps while 
the Body decays (as many, with no more 
Reaſon than Religion, have maintained) ; but 
a Reſt, where' all live to GOD who have 
everlaſting Life; a Reſt, into which the be- 

lieving 
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lieving Thief entered from the Croſs on the 
very Day he. was crucified; a Reft, where 
Moſes and Elijah were, before they appeared in 
the holy Mount; a Reſt, where Chriſt now is 
gone before to prepare a Place for his People, 
and I hope for you and for me; and in ſhort, 
a Reſt in the Preſence of GOD, chere there is 
the Fulneſs of Foy and Pleaſures for evermore. 

This alſo may ſerve to explode another idle 
Dream, that Heaven is not a Place, but a State 
only. But, if it be not a Place, it cannot be 
a State; for that, which is no where, muſt 
truly be nothing. It is a State without a Doubt, 
and a State of unutterable Glory; but it is 
alſo a Place, or Chrift would never have ſaid 
to GOD, Father, I will that they alſo whom 
thou haſt given me, be toitb me watrs I am. 
John xvii. 24. Nor to his Diſciples, I go 10 
prepare a PLA for you — that WHERE I am, 
THERE ye may be alſo. John xiv. 2, 3- Nor 
yet could his Apoſtles have been taught by 
the Spirit of GOD to hold forth—a Manſion 
—a Temple—a Houſe above—to Believers ; if 
their Reſidence was not definable to certain 
Limits, and fixed to ſome Place. All Exiſtence, 
but JEHOVAEH's, is bounded; let it occupy 
what Part of the Creation it may; and, of 
Conrſe, that is it's Place, where it exiſts, and 
eſpecially "where it - exifls for ever, When we 
have dropped theſe Houſes of Clay (for pro- 
perly they are rather temporary Tents for our 

Souls 
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Souls than really our ownſelves ) we ſhall im- 
mediately enter, if we belong to Chrift, © into 
« Joy and Felicity” (as our Church ſpeaks ) 
and wait, where his glorified Body now is, for 
the final Conſummation of all Things. 
You ſee, my Brethren, our Text furniſhes 
us with ample Matter of Meditation and Com- 
fort, if we are real Chriſtians, for our darkeſt 
Viſitations and moſt ſolemn Hours. It was 
doubtleſs ſome ſuch View of it, which induced 
our departed Friend to leave theſe Words of 
Job, from his dying Lips, as the Teſtimony 
of his Faith and Hope, reaching forward to 
Things beyond the Grave. And O that theſe, 
or ſuch like excellent Words, may adminiſter 
as much true Conſolation to all of you, in 
your laſt Moments ;. as there is every Reaſon 
to believe they did, by Divine Grace, living 
and dying, unto him ! 
Thus I have endeavored to open and explain 
ro you, this important and very comfortable 
Portion of Scripture, which, as our deceaſed 
Brother thought, has led us, all along, to 
meditate on thoſe Truths, of which, the 
Dealings of GOD with him—his long Ex- 
perience of various Trials and Diſtreſſes — and 
Finally his joyful entering into eternal Reſt, 
would prove firiking Illuſtrations. I need, 
therefore, to ſay the leſs here upon the Life, 
Faith and Character of the Deceaſed. So that, 
paffing by what might be obſerved of our 
Brother, 
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Brother, as a pious Man, and what therefore 
is applicable to every Child of GOD; 1 
ſhall give a brief Account of him, chiefly as 
the zroubled, weary Saint, entering ſafely and 
joyfully into that Ref that remaineth for the 
People of GOD ; and as yielding thereby an 
encouraging Confirmation of the Faithfulneſs 
of GOD to that great and precious Promiſe, 
(already mentioned) I will never leave thee, 
nor forſake thee ! Heb. xiii. 5. 

t. By what Means, or at what Time, it 
pleaſed the Lord to call him by his Grace, 
and to the Truth as it is in %s; I am 
not certain; but it is well known to many, 
that he has maintained, with great Uniformity, 
in Life and Converſation, the truly Chriſtian 
Character for many Years. 

2. He had clear Views of Man's Apoſtaſy, 
and was well grounded in the Faith and Hope 
of the Goſpel; and the Bent of his Soul was 
towards GOD. And, it- is in this Light, 
I am perſuaded, thoſe of his Chriſtian Friends, 
who knew him beſt, had the greateſt Eſteem 


for him : Admiring the Goodneſs of GOD, 


in ſupporting him under an uncommon Load 
of Tll-treatment and Diſtreſs, during his 
Concern in ſome very complicated and im- 
portant Affairs, with which in his outward 


. Circumſtances he was unavoidably engaged. 


Here he had a large Experience of the Ra- 
F pacity 
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pacity and Cruelty of Man. And it was this 
which laid the Foundation of thoſe Diſorders 
that haſtened, and only ended with his Death. 
So juſt is that Obſervation of the Prophet 
Iſaiah, ( lix. 1) Where ( faith he) Truth 
faileth, he that departeth from Evil, maketh him- 
ſelf a Prey. Where Truth is fallen in the Street, 
and there lies trampled upon by every baſe 
Foot of Pride, Avarice, and Falſhood ; yea, 
where Truth faileth in common Converſe, and 
in Dealing between Man and Man, — there, 
indeed, he' that doeth Evil, may, and often 
does, in this Life, go unpuniſhed ; but he 
that departeth from Evil, maketh himſelf a 
Prey to thoſe Men, whom the Prophet fitly 
compares to Beaſts of Prey. It is Crime 
enough with ſuch for a Man not to do as 
they do; and then they treat him as their 
worſt Enemy, becauſe he will not partake 
with them in their Wickedneſs. He that 
departeth from Evil is accounted mad, as the 
Margin reads it. Religious, concientious, Sin- 
gularity is branded, - by theſe unhappy Mortals, 
as Folly in the extreme; and he is thought 
next to a Madman, that ſwims againſt the 
Stream of prevailing - Iniquity and Abandon- 
ment. 

3. He was neceſſarily concerned (as we 
have ſaid) in Matters of an important Nature; 
and he certainly had an excellent Turn for 

| Buſineſs, 
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Buſineſs. The Compaſs of his Thoughts, and 
the Wiſdom of his Advice, did remarkably 
appear, as well in the general as upon ſpecial 
Occaſions; which have been obſerved by many 
of the firſt Judges in Matters of that Kind. 

In every Part of his Conduct, he evidently 
proved, how much he was under the peaceful 
Influence and Government of true Religion, 
and of a Regard to the Honor and Glory of 
his Saviour. It was, therefore, no marvel, 
that he was inflexibly upright and honeſt in 
all his Dealings, though to the utter Ruin of 
his temporal Concerns. But he labored to 
keep a Conſcience void of Offence toward 
GOD and toward Man : And, by the Grace 
of GOD, notwithſtanding all Oppoſition from 
without and from within, he had ſuch Succeſs 
therein, that, in his laſt Hours, the Teſtimony 
of his own Conſcience afforded him a greater 
Degree of Comfort, than can poſhbly be known 
by thoſe, whoſe only Wiſdom it is to increaſe 
an Abundance which they cannot uſe. 

4. When I firſt vifited him, after he was 
confined to his Bed, I found him in a calm, 
ſerene and comfortable Frame; quietly re- 
poſing his Soul upon GOD's Grace; and, 
frequently, as he found his Diffolution ap- 
proaching, expreſſing the greateſt Satisfaction 
and Confidence reſpecting the Safety of his 
State before GOD. 

F 2 | To 
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To a Friend that ſaid, Sir, you have great 
© Need of Patience ;* he replyed, © Yes, this 
«* is the Time to praftiſe.”” And he remarked, 
how vain and fruitleſs was Philoſophy, and 
every other Conſideration beſides the Grace 
of GOD to ſupport a Man under great Pain 
of Body, and in the full View of Death, 
He expreſſed his great Regret, that ſo few 
People ſought that Grace and Mercy of GOD 
in Chriſt which alone can make them patient 
aqd happy when they come to die: And 

continued, we are told, Day and Night, 
except when the Violence of his Diſorder 
hindered him, ſweetly to pray, and to praiſe 
GOD. Indeed, the comfortable Frame 
of his Mind, and the delightful Views he 
had of a bliſsful Eternity through the Love 
of CRRISsT, made it pleaſant to be with 
him. . 

5. Upon my taking Leave of him, in 
Conſequence of a Call of public Duty, he 
expreſſed himſelf in the ſtrongeſt Terms of 
Gratitude for my Attentions ; which, he was 
pleaſed to ſay, had been very ſeaſonable and 
had tended much to encourage his Faith and 
Hope, to increaſe his Joy and Peace in be- 
heving, and to direct his Views to that Glory 
which he was haſtening to. In the Proſpect 
of this, he exceedingly rejoyced ; repeatedly 
ſaying, © O happy Day !-— This is the 

| | | C happieſt 


E 
<«- happieſt Day of my Life! — J feel ( ſaid 


* he) as though I ſhould not live longer than 


c when you will be at Church, Farewell, 
& Sir; — TI thank you very kindly.” After 
this; ſome of the laſt Words he was able to 
ſpeak, were; —“ This, this is the happieſt 
6 Day, I have ever known upon Earth!“ 
Thus lived,. and thus died, this ( I will 
not heſitate to ſay) good Man, May it be 
our Endeavor, and may* it be the Endeavor 
of you his Relatives, to imitate his pious 
Example of Faith and Patience under Af- 
flictions; and when you come. to die, may 
you go, where, I doubt not, he is gone, to 
the beloved Embraces of his dear Redeemer, 
whom he loved and faithfully ſerved here :— 
Gone, where his Graces are perfected, and 
where he is free from all Sin and Sorrow: — 
Gone to be a Companion with Angels, and 
the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, and to join 


with them in Hallelujabs to GOD and the 


Lamb for eyer, in that Place, where the 
Wicked ceaſe from troubling, and where the Weary 
be at reſt. 

FixALLY. A Subje& of this Kind, which 
is all Application in itſelf, requires but little 
particular Addreſs to my different Sorts of 
Hearers. — You muſt have marked, it you 
have marked any Thing, that you are either 
one or the other of the 7:0 Sorts of Perſons 

mentioned 


1 

mentioned in the Text. Their Character is 
too different not to be diſtinguiſhed. — If 
you are among the Wicked or the Evil- doers, 
O conſider, that the Time is ſhort even for 
your poor Buſineſs; and that the long Eternity, 
which follows it, will bring you 0 Reſt. All 
that is ſaid of you is, That you ſhall ceaſe 
from troubling. You muſt ſoon have done with 
troubling the Peace of the Church, or the 
Peace of the World. — Refile/sneſs is your 
preſent Condition, and hat you feel daily to 
your Coſt; and, if you die in this Frame of 
Soul, there is no Reſt for you in the everlaſting 
Ages! All the Troubles you have occaſioned 
in this World, and eſpecially to thoſe who 
were guilty of that ſtrange Crime (as many 
think it) of minding the Salvation of their 
Souls, will be meaſured hereafter ten- fold into 
your own Boſom.— O that Men ere wiſe, that 
they underſtood this, that they would confider their 
latter End! Deut. xxxii. 29. 

2. And as to you, my Chriſtian Friends, 
who have found Mercy to be faithful; to you 
it ſhould be no unpleaſant Reflection, that the 
Time is ſhort, and that Feſus, who cometh, 
will come, and will not tarry. Lift up your 
Heads; for, even now, your Redemption dratweth 
nigh, A few more Days and Nights ſhall 

waft you beyond this troubleſome World : 
And all the Harm, that Death itſelf can do 

you, 
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you, will be—to give you an abundant Entrance 
into the everlaſting Kingdom of GOD and your 
Father. After a little more Faith and Patience, 
your Journey through the Wilderneſs will be 
over, and your Warfare ſhall be accompliſhed ; and, 
then, nothing remains for you, but to receive 
the Crown of Righteouſneſs. Surely, Heaven 
will make Amends for all your Sufferings on 
Earth ; and an Eternity of Joy overwhelm, as 
a nothing, all the Miſeries of your Span of 
Time. And when you are paſſing through 
the Valley of the Shadow of Death, O remember, 
that this is 7he laſt of all your Trials upon 
Earth; and that then, in one Step and in one 
Moment more, you will be, as well as our 
departed Brother WHERE THE WICKED 
CEASE FROM TROUBLING, AND WHERE THE 


WEARY BE AT REST. 
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